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There is a vast difference between the concrete 
block that constitutes a modern house and the 
wooden houses of 70 or 80 years ago. The old 
wooden houses were patiently and carefully 
built to satisfy their owners' personal needs and 
individual taste. It formed a single organic 
whole, with lace-like eaves and window deco­
ration that reminds one of an old picture frame, 
forming part of a general scheme. Some of 
these houses were built of wood, some partly 
of wood partly of stone, but a common feature 
is the liveliness of the facade decoration.
The ornate decoration to be seen on stone 
facades could not, of course, be applied to 
wooden buildings, but, on the other hand, 
these magnificent wooden villas display a type 
of decoration that would be equally impossible 
in stone. The Turks have always been very 
skilful craftsmen, and the decoration of these 
wooden houses provided an ideal field for the 
application of their skill. The motifs employed 
are largely those that were already in use de­
corating smaller objects such as reading-desks, 
minbers etc., and it must have been compara­
tively easy for the craftsmen and their appren­
tices to apply these palmettes, shells, roset­
tes and roims to larger scale works, especially 
after they became stereotyped.
The love of such decoration became so wide­
spread that even on quite modest one-storeyed 
houses the windows and eaves display exqui­
site decoration, the simplicity of which is in per­
fect harmony with the modest size of the house. 
In large konaks, seaside residences and sum­
mer pavilions the decoration is highly ornate, 
with various motifs such as grooved columns, 
oyster shells, cartouches and profiled moul­
dings borrowed from the west, while oriental 
motifs are to be found in the window lattices 
and in the eaves over the windows and the 
balconies.
The liveliness of these facades is emphasised 
by the play of light and shade resulting from 
the decoration, together with the wide eaves, 
bay windows, balconies and the brackets sup­
porting them. At the same time the large num­
ber of windows and the projections and over­
hangs giving a view over the street below 
provided great scope for decoration of all kinds.
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Safranbolu'da pencere ve pancur bağlantıları. - Safran­
bolu. Window and shutter ties.
Büyükdere’de ahşap süslemeleri bol bir ev. - House at 
Buyukdere with a wealth of wooden decoration.
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